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The Seventh Annual Back/Bach Reunion
October 13 & 14, 2000

The Back/Bach Genealogical
Society gathered as a family
for the seventh time on
October 13th and 14th in
Morehead, Kentucky, where
members were weicomed by
the 2000 hosts, Dr. and Mrs.
Reedus Back.

The agenda for Friday night
was renewing old family ties
and meeting new “cousins”
who were attending for the
first time. Except for the first
meeting, this year set a record
for newcomers. Many states
were represented.

On Saturday, October 14th,
registration began at 9:00 a.
m. and continued throughout
the day. As usual registration
was ably carried out by
Minerva and Watson Craft.
David Risner was on hand to
share his collection of old
family photographs. During
the morning, there were two
interesting activities
scheduled - a walking tour of
historic Morehead and a
computer demonstration of
genealogical research. Both
were well attended. Those

who chose to take the walking
tour of historic Morehead
were led by local historian,
Fred Brown, who gave the
interesting background story
of the buildings, most of which
are on the National Historic
Register. Among the historic
buildings was the second
oldest house in the city of
Morehead, plus a commercial
building which was
constructed with sawed blue
stone brick and is one of two
such buildings in the country.
Another bit of historical
interest was the home of the
present president of
Morehead State University.
An informative and interesting
highlight of the tour was the
visit to the Cora Wilson
Stewart Moon light School.
This one room structure was
built in 1910 and made
famous by Mrs. Stewart, an
early school superintendent.
She strove to stamp out
illiteracy in the area. Her
efforts to do so provided the
foundation for the Aduit
Literacy Movement
throughout the country.
Initially, the Moonlight School
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classes were conducted on
moonlight nights, so the
students could see to travel.
For that reason, Cora Wilson
Stewart called the classes
moonlight schools. In 1913,
Cora Wilson Stewart said,
“The story of the Moonlight
School is so outstanding that
it is only a matter of time until
poets, sculptors and artists
will here find a theme for their
art.”. On Saturday, October
14, 2000, Laura Lee Duncan
O’Connell and Michael
Duncan O’Connell, a husband
and wife team, treated the
tour group to an interpretative
performance based on the life
of Cora Wilson Stewart,
founder of the Moonlight
School movement. As the
group approached the small
“schoolhouse” for the
performance, the belfry bell
was run to announce that it
was time for “books”. For
many of those in attendance
that was a pleasant sound
from the past.

The walking tour ended at
the Kentucky Folk Art Center
where the “Innovative Spirit”




