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Back in the Hills: 99 Reunion Report

Relatives, friends, reunion,
remembrances: all descendants
learned once again that “family”
can be one of the most important
words in the English language.
The Sixth Annual Reunion of the
Back/Bach descendants was held
in Whitesburg, Ky., on October
8th, 9th and 10th, 1999. They
arrived on Friday from Kentucky,
Colorado, Texas, Michigan, North
Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia,
California, Ohio, Indiana, Florida,
and Georgia, and left for the
return trip home on Sunday.

The agenda for Friday
evening was registration and
visitation at the Pine Mountain
Grill. On Saturday morning, there
was more of the same. At 1:00
p-m., Appalshop and the C.B.
Caudill Store and History Center
presented the Roadside Theater’s
Revival  Singing and  the
Back/Bach Follies. Dr. Reedus
Back gave a short presentation on
the Back family. The inspirational
revival singing was performed by
the Roadside Theater Artists, the
Mullins Family, Kim Neal, Ron
Short, Randy Stanley, directed by
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Dudley Cooke. As Hassie Helton
said, “Time ran out, or we proba-
bly would have been there until
dark.”

The evening agenda featured
a buffet dinner at the Pine
Mountain Grill, followed by an
outstanding program. James Gary
Back, again so capably as in years
past, served as Master of Ceremo-
nies. Stephen Bowling, a Back
desdendant, an official historian
for Breathitt County, Ky., a Back
genealogist and author of several
books, enlightened the crowd of
approximately = one  hundred
descendants on the “Breathitt
County Backs.” Sue Hall read
three poems by her mother, Hassie
Helton, also a Back descendant.
Musical selections were a Chris-
tian mediey by Kyra Stepp and
Arthur Christian, a country selec-
tion by Marla Brown Tobia,
granddaughter of Irene Back
Brown, and a gospel selection by
the Hampton Family. Custer
Back, a 93-year-old cousin and
one of the authors of A Back
Family History..., told how the
book came about. More stories
were shared before the end of
another reunion. Many met again
for breakfast on Sunday morning
before  departing. Comments
included: “Better every year —
found more new cousins!” and
“Our first meeting — it was very

interesting, and we will be back
next year.” Many thanks and a
hearty round of applause to the
local organizing committee: Stella
Elam, Ray and Beulah Back.

Plans are already underway
for next year’s reunion, to be held
in Morehead, Ky. We hope to see
you there!

Two authors of A Back Family
History attended this reunion:

Custer Back
came all the way from California;
pictured with his sister,
Ann R. Back Elam

Kenneth Back
and his wife, Mary,
traveled from Indiana




