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“A wonderful day,

remembering,
seeing, learning
and discovering.
I truly felt like

I was with a
bunch of
cousins.”
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Memorable Mountain Reunion

More than a hundred Back/Bach
descendants and their families, repre-
senting eleven states, came together for
a memorable October reunion in the
heart of the Appalachian mountains.
Whitesburg, Kentucky, at the foot of
Pine Mountain, provided a beautiful

fashioned stack cake baked by Hattie
Stewart, “stack” gingerbread baked by
Beulah Back, and many delicious dishes
made by others, including the Daughters
of the South.

After lunch, three couples renewed
their wedding vows inside the old

seasonal setting.

On Friday |
evening, Oct. 9th, |
the “cousins” met |
informally at Pine |
Mountain Grill to |
to greet old and
new friends and |
share a meal. This |
new family-style
restaurant, with a
large private ban-
quet and meeting
room, was a great
place to meet and
the hospitality was
excellent.

On Saturday,

church — with the
- brides in hoop skirt
dresses and the bride-
grooms in Confeder-
ate uniforms. The
ceremony was con-
“ducted by the Reyv.
 Tom Curry in the his-
. torical setting befit-
ting our ancestors.
The next stop was
' the Whitaker Ceme-
tery on Kentucky
Highway 7, for a cere-
mony conducted by
members of the local
chapter of the Sons of
the Confederate Vet-

Oct. 10th, many ~
took the Ancestral Tour. The sights in-
cluded every geologist’s dream, the cut
in the Pound Gap rock formation, plus
the Jenkins Coal Museum and the
Begley Museum (C.B. Caudilli Store).
After the Begley Museum, a pioneer
lunch was served on the grounds of the
Old Indian Bottom Church.

The pioneer lunch included a
roasted pig, done by Jim Haynes and
Ray Back, soup beans cooked over a
open fire by Richard Smith, an old-

erans. Among the vet-
erans buried in the cemetery is Henry
Back Jr., who served in the War of
1812. He and his wife later settled on
Rockhouse Creek in Letcher County,
not far from the cemetery. Members of
our Society purchased a plaque honor-
ing Henry Back Jr. and placed it at the
base of the flag pole. A replica of the
15-star American flag that was used
during the War of 1812 was raised by a

descendant, Dr. Reedus Back.
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