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Renewing the ties that bind...

Third Annual Meeting Report

As the Back/Bach descendants
gathered at the Springs Inn in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky, for their third annual
meeting, it was soon apparent that an
enjoyable time was in store. Family
members reminisced and established
new acquaintences.

On Saturday, October 12. registra-
tion began at 9:30 and continued
throughout the dayv. As members
arrived, each was given a name tag with
a personal identification number, a pen
and note pad imprinted with the Societv
name and address, and a copv of the

Conversion project authorized...

program for the day. Coffee and pas-
tries were enjoyed as people discussed
family backgrounds, shared pictures,
and viewed other interesting displav
items. Many thanks to the Steering
Committee members who worked so
hard to make the day such a success.

The Steering Committee met at
noon, and a general business meeting
was held at 2:00 p.m. A buffet dinner
and evening pregram ended the dav.
See inside for topics of special interest
from the meeting in more detail. Hope
you plan 1o join us next year!

Computerized access to family data

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jones of Aurora,
Colorado, attended the BBGS Steering
Committee meeting to present a pro-
posal for converting the contents of the
book, A Back Familv Historv. into a
format usable by genealogical personal
computer programs.

Mr. Jones presented a detailed pro-
posal for his project. The computer files
which were created in a word process-
ing program in 1994 for printing the
book would be used as a source. A
combination of automated and manual
steps would be performed to convert
that data into a standardized GEDCOM
format, on diskette. Then the converted
data could be utilized by a genealogical
program (such as PAF. ROOTS, or

others). Such programs can be used to
automatically produce family group
sheets. pedigree charts, and many more
reports.

Permission was given for the pro-
ject to filter only names, dates, and
places of birth, death, and burial, with
the understanding that such permission
is not a copyright release for publica-
tion in anv form of other text in the
book. The value of the book as a
research tool will be greatlv enhanced
when this project is complete.

Mr. Jones is donating all conver-
sion services and supervising the pro-

ject. He will keep us informed of

progress and provide a copy of the
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