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“A better under-
standing of our
ancestors helps
us to see more
clearly how they
have influenced
our own lives.
We have an

opportunity to
allow their posi-
tive influence to
continue to live
on through us.”

Why Should You Join?

Membership in the Society

Mhy belong to the Back/Bach
Genealogical Society? If anyone
who reads this newsletter has pon-
dered this question, or doubted the
value of membership, I hasten to
present an argument to erase such
uncertainty.

Although there are many reasons
to belong to this Society, I shall
categorize my argument into two
general topics. First, membership
can promote the development of a
stronger feeling of kinship among
descendants. Secondly, it can pro-
mote a greater appreciation of our
ancestral family.

The most apparent advantage of
membership is the opportunity to get
together ~annually, renewing old
friendships and making new ones.
Members develop a level of social
interaction that fosters a stronger
feeling of kinship or family. Satis-
faction resulting from the discovery
of belonging to an even larger kin-
ship group can be a life-enriching
experience.

Although the opportunity to

. learn more about our ancestral fam-

ily may not be as apparent, it is no

~ less important. As we gain new or
- greater insight into what our ances-

tors were like, as a people, and what
their contributions to the develop-

ment of our country were, we come
to more fully appreciate them. A bet-
ter understanding of our ancestors
helps us to see more clearly how
they have influenced our own lives.
We have an opportunity to allow
their positive influence to continue
to live on through us.

Also, understanding the ancestor
to descendant relationship is helpful
in delineating our own role as the
link between our ancestors and our
descendants. As we ponder this
issue, we are reminded that our
descendants will one day examine
our performances, just as we have
that of our ancestors. Only to the
extent that our stories are made
clear, and that our descendants find
them worthy of repeating, will our
influence live on through them.
What could be more exciting or
important than finding parts of our-
selves in our ancestors, and helping
our descendants to find bits of them-
selves in us?

To fully reap the benefits of
membership, you must become a
member and then become an active
member. Encourage new member-
ship and become more active by
attending the 1996 meeting!

— Reedus Back




