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Two German Ancestral Families
by: Dr. Reedus Back

Her mother, Maria Sabina
Folg's father was John Michael
Folg, whose ancestors were
long time residents of
Wagenbach, Germany.

Emphasizing my fraternal
family line of German
ancestors has been a natural
progression due to my
involvement in our Back/Bach
Book and Genealogical
Society. However, | am also
aware that | have equally
inherited characteristics of my
matermal German ancestors.
Identifying two such maternal
families has brought me to a
more balanced emphasis of
my past.

At this writing, | am unable to
find additional information
about the Folg family.
However, the John Hoffman
descendants and ancestors are
well documented. From his
bible we lean that John
Hoffman was born March 8,
1692 in Siegen, but grew up in
Eisern Germany. (see photo)
As a 22 year old single man he
came to Virginia with the 1714
immigrant group.

From the marriage of
Elizabeth Hoffman and Henry
Back Sr. in 1773 | became a
descendant of the German
families Hoffrman or Huffman
and Folg. With her marriage
to Henry Back Sr. Elizabeth
(Hoffman) Back became my
great-great grandmother.

Since Governor Spotswood
invited this 1714 group to come
to Virginia because of their
knowiedge and skili as miners
and smelters of iron ore, it can
be assumed that John Hoffman
was so qualified. However
there is no solid evidence that
he ever was employed in either
one of these professions.

| Elizabeth, bomn July 13, 1746,
: in Virginia, was the daughter
of German immigrants, John
Hoffman and his second wife,
Maria Sabina Folg. Her
ancestral roots penetrate
deeply into German history
through both of her parents.
Her father, John, was a
descendant of Heinrich
Hoffman, born ca 1506-1510.

John Hoffman and other
members of the 1714 group are
best remembered for their
having established the
Germanna Colony in Virginia
and for their religious zeal.
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Early on they built houses for
worship, but even before that
they held religious services in
their homes. John Hoffman
himself was instrumental in
building the famous Hoffman
Chapel. This chapel stood on
Hoffman land is considered to be
the first German Reformed .
congregation in America. John
was an excellent farmer and
extensive land owner.

Elizabeth (Hoffman) Back and
her husband Henry Back Sr.
reared a family of at least seven
children, all born in Virginia.
After Henry's death in Virginia in
ca 1808-09 Elizabeth sold her
inherited 127 acre farm in
September 1809 and came to
Eastern Kentucky. It is assumed
that her motivation for coming to
Kentucky was to be near at least
two of her sons, John and Henry
Jr. who had earlier ventured
through Flat Gap to the head of
the Cumberland River in what is
now part of Letcher County.
Soon after coming to Kentucky
Elizabeth bought a farm and it is
assumed that her bachelor son,
Henry Jr. operated it until he
married on March 24, 1814.

Elizabeth was a longtime
member of the Oven Fork Baptist
Church. She died after 1831 and






