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Saturday Evening, October 8th 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Greg Back 
 
The highlight of the evening’s activities 
was the presentation by Greg Back about 
the Back/Bach Family’s influence in the 
west, particularly Arizona. Greg’s great-
grandfather and grandfather lived in 
what is now known as the Verde Valley 
near Flagstaff, Arizona.  It was amazing 
to hear with whom this family came into 
contact, including people associated with 
President Theodore Roosevelt.  Greg has 
been assisting historian Bill Cowan in 
developing information about the ranch 
owned by the Back’s, which will result 
in a portion of a National Park at the site 
bearing the Back family name.  If you 
were not present at the reunion, it’s not 
too late to obtain all the information.  
Greg generously donated a CD 
containing his presentation, plus lots of 
additional information about the Back 
families in Arizona.  You can have a 
copy of the CD, free and postpaid, by 
writing to Milton Back, 4201 Japonica 
Lane, Charleston, WV  25313.  It is well 
worth your time to get this information.  
We are all extremely grateful to Greg for  

 
his time and effort in preparing and 
presenting this information.  Greg is a 
lifetime member of our Society.  Thanks 
Greg!!��

�����������	�
���
������������
���	����

We were happy to have several first-
timers with us at the annual meeting 
including: 

·  Lawrence Back with his 
daughters Bonita & Jamie 

·  Holly Flannery 

·  Richard & Christina Barnes 

·  Sonny Houston 

We look forward to their return next 
year.  
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At this year’s annual meeting, a military 
service pin was given to Richard Barnes. 
Richard completed training at the USAF 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado 
and  flight training school in Mississippi. 
Richard’s wife, Christina, attends UK 
working on her doctorate in 
Pharmacology. It was great to meet them 
and we hope to see them in future 
meetings. 
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Don Back was born in his home (and 
delivered by a midwife, Fanny Blair.) in 
Jeremiah, Kentucky in March of 1936. 
He is the seventh of ten children and is 
the fourth son of Lloyd and Sally Adams 
Back. Lloyd Back died in 1945. Of the 
ten offspring, only Donald and his sister, 
Martha Lena Back Gibson, survive.  

Don & Betty Back 
 
When Don's father, Lloyd, died, it 
became the responsibility of the oldest 
unmarried son to help support his mother 
and the remaining children. This was 
passed down from Edwin, to Norman, to 
Stanley and then upon Stanley's 
marriage, to Donald. At that time in 
1954, Donald was attending Stuart 
Robinson High School. He volunteered 
for the United States Air Force to be able 
to place his mother on QD Allotment, 
where the government matched monies 
Don designated for her. Upon 
volunteering for the service, Don tested 
and was accepted for an OCS candidate, 
but was disappointed when he could not 
follow through because at 20-70 his left 
eye failed the vision test and could not 
be corrected to 20-20.  



 
Donald married Betty Ann Baxter in 
November, after finishing his four-year 
tour of duty in 1958. They settled down 
to work and raise a family in Harrison. 
OH. Donald and Betty were blessed with 
three boys and one girl. Their youngest 
son died in an automobile accident while 
riding as a passenger with his friend. The 
remaining two sons, David Alan and 
Daryl Len, and only daughter, Elizabeth, 
are living near Harrison in Ohio or 
Indiana. The oldest, David, married 
Carol Apted and one  son was born to 
them, Anthony David. The second son, 
Daryl, married Tammy Anderson and is 
the stepfather of two children. Elizabeth 
married Jeffery Allen Smith  and the two 
of them have five children: Hannah 
Elizabeth, Sarah Angelyn, Rebekah 
Lynn. Joshua Allen and Lydia Grace. 
Don obtained a good job at the Proctor 
and Gamble Company where he worked 
his way up to a management position 
and remained until his retirement in 
1992.   
 
Don has been a dedicated member of the 
Harrison Avenue Baptist Church since 
first residing in Harrison. He was 
ordained a deacon in 1974. He became a 
member of the Bible distributing 
organization, The Gideons International, 
after retiring and has spent many hours 
volunteering therein since then.  
 
Donald and Betty became interested in 
the Back-Bach Genealogical Society 
upon purchasing "The Back Family 
History" books. Receiving an invitation 
to attend the first annual meeting that 
was held at the Ramada Hotel in 
Lexington, Kentucky, they accepted the 
invitation and have been blessed to 
attend each meeting since that time.  
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7 South Performs Again 
 

For the past several years we have been 
fortunate to have the singing group 7 
South with us for the evening’s 
entertainment.  They have done an 
excellent job and we have seen them 
develop into a top performing group of 
musicians with great vocal talent.  We 
would encourage everyone to visit their 
web site for more information about the 
group and their music.  Their web site is 
www.reverbnation.com/7south.  We 
thank them for their kindness in 
accepting our invitation. 
 
 

 
7 South 

 
 

A BACK FAMILY HISTORY 
 

2012 EDITION INPUT REQUEST 
By Danny Back 

The Back-Bach genealogy society would 
like to publish a new version of the 
Back/Bach book ”A Back Family 
History” in the fall of 2012.  We would 
like to request that anyone with book 
updates, corrections, family books, and 
even computerized family trees submit 
them for inclusion.  If you have pictures 
or documents that you would like 
included in the book submit those also.  
We will accept the information in any 
form such as bound books, hand written, 
typed, computer disk or e-mail. 

 
The Back/Bach books were last updated 
in 2008 in the form of a CD.  The 
objective of this effort was to make the 
information in the Back/Bach books 
dynamic. We want to correct errors, add 
individuals and update vital statistics as 
they occur.   

 
I have received many corrections and 
updates since the 2008 CD was issued.  
We would like to thank all of you who 
sent corrections and additions for the 
Back-Bach books.   
 
This 2012 version will be a combination 
of the original book plus all corrections 
and additions on a single CD.  It is not 
feasible at this time to print the new 
book in hard copy, as it would contain 
between 2500 and 3000 pages.  With a 
limited market the cost would be 
prohibitive.  Therefore the new version 
will also be on a CD.  The CD has the 
added advantage of powerful computer 
search tools.  A form is attached for use 
in making your submission. 
 



Deadline for submissions for the 2012 
edition will be September 1, 2012.   

 
Please send your updates to: 

Danny Back 
P. O. Box 63 

Patriot, Indiana  47038 
dlback@earthlink.com 

812-594-2628 

 
Vanda Galen & Sonny Houston  

 

 
Stella Elam and Great-granddaughter 

 
 
 

Steering Committee Contacts 
 
 

Milton Back, President (304) 744-1141 
4201 Japonica Lane  
Charleston, WV  25313 
miltonback@msn.com 
Represents and promotes the Society; 
oversees general operations; responds to 
general inquiries and acts as meeting 
host. 
 
Dr. Reedus Back, Past President 
440 Forest Hills Drive 
Morehead, KY  40351 
(606) 784-4730 
Family Historian 
 
Donald Back, Vice-president 
407 N. Vine Street 
Harrison, Ohio  45030 
(513) 367-4551 
Assists the president and actively 
recruits society membership. 
 
Stella Elam, Executive Director 
(606) 633-8941 
4638 Hwy 7 South, Blackey, KY 41804 
Collects dues and fees; maintains and 
reports on financial, membership and 
administrative records; coordinates 
meetings, registration and special 
projects. 
 
Danny Back, Data Management 
(812) 594-2628 
P. O. Box 63 
Patriot, IN  47038 
dlback@earthlink.net  
Collects, reviews, and edits genealogical 
data; updates the Back-Bach Family 
History books.  
 
 
 
 



 
Billie Jo Caudill, Treasurer 
(606) 633-0640 
357 Judy Branch 
Blackey, KY  41804 
Manages financial accounts. 
 
Regional Contacts: 
South Carolina: Karen Bach 
334 Crepe Myrtle Drive 
Greer, SC  29651 
 
 
Houston: Patrick J. Back 
18627 So. Lyford Drive 
Katy, TX  77449 
(281) 550-8656 
 
Southeast: Shirley Back Fowler 
15874 Hancock Road 
Sarasota, FL  34240 
sugfox@juno.com 
 
West:  Greg Back 
15206 S. 289th St., E Avenue 
Coweta, OK  74429 
gregback@netzero.net  (918) 279-8077 
 

 

Tim Back’s Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courthouse Café 

Friday Night 
 
 

Milton, Joshua & Stella 


